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INVITATION 

You and your friends/colleagues are invited to participate in open-to-all, one-day seminar. 

PLACE:  Hotel Elsass, Bollwiller, Alsace Region, France 

DATE:  5th June 2009 (Welcoming Reception & Registration19:00) 

6th June 2009 (Seminar from 08:30 to 17:00, dinner at 19:00) 

  The seminar is the day before the General Assembly of the WFSF. 

FEES:  €150, for both the seminar an the GA. 

All Participants may register at the above WFSF “Members” rate. 

DETAILS: Details and a registration form will be sent soon on the listserv and available on the website. 
 

THEME AND EXPLANATION OF THE SEMINAR 

Theme:  Co-Creating the NEXT Civilization:  THE New Assignment for Humanity? 

Rationale: “ Civilizational Futures”  – the work of understanding the long evolution of and future 
prospects for the planet and humanity —must become a major focus of those who engage deeply and 
seriously in futures research and strategic foresight.   

This one-day seminar will determine the suitability of this theme for a major World Conference in 2011 
or 2013 and the possibility of significant research projects focused on aspects of this theme. 

Focus: We will explore two major questions in the wider field of civilizational futures - issues that are slowly 
gaining traction in the minds of many, but are not yet on our official agendas: 

1. Do the emerging conditions of the 21st Century require that humanity must learn to take responsibility 
for the continuing evolution of human civilization; and do so in ways that are open, conscious and 
responsible?  Specifically, must we learn to nurture a transformation of Industrial Civilization towards a 
new form of human existence?  Is this really the next assignment for humanity? 

2. What contributions could we – the global community of scholarly researchers, teachers and 
practitioners of futures and foresight – make to this new work?  What major meta-projects and what 
more limited projects we are called to articulate and undertake?  Who might be our Partners or 
Sponsors in such endeavours? 

Definition: By ‘Civilizational Futures’ we mean the study of the evolution and futures of whole civilizations -- 
past, present or possible - in a systemic, trans-disciplinary, critical, integral and reflexive manner.  Such work 
also requires knowledge of complex adaptive systems.  A major motivation of this work is our commitment to do 
what we can to have our species learn enough soon enough to ensure that that we and other species survive 
the 21st Century with a modicum of grace, humanity, security and sanity.  The fields of ‘meta-history’ and ‘big 
history’ are both included in the work of civilizational futures.   

This new work is required if we are to explores and respond courageously to questions such as these, “Just 
how different will the character, logic and requirements of the 21st Century be?”  “Will the 21st Century be 
essentially familiar or will it require new world-views that lead to a new form of civilization - fundamentally new 
ways of seeing, thinking through and acting within our world?”  “Is the 21st Century a rare hinge-point in history 
that will require more of us than we are presently prepared to give?”  “What evidence is there that Industrial 
civilization is not sustainable; that a transformation is required?”  “What evidence is there that such a 
transformation is already underway, but not yet recognized as such?”  “How well prepared are we, as things 
stand today, to face, understand and navigate such a transformation of our whole civilization?”  “What actions 
might make us better prepared?”  continued on the next page….. 
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…continued from the previous page 

Background: The view that Civilizational futures must be added to the agenda of 
professional futures researchers, among others, is slowly growing among careful 
observers of the human situation.  Many are members of the WFSF.  It is clear from the 
meta-study of Richard SLAUGHTER and knowledgeable observers of our field that this 
view is not yet a main stream idea, even among futures and foresight institutions and 
professionals.  In short, no society on the planet expects that the future it actually faces 
will be other than an essentially familiar version of the life and identity it already knows.  
This stance can be seen in the overwhelming response of both citizens and our leaders 
to the global credit crisis – “just fix it and get us back to normal.”  It follows, that to the 
extent that ours is actually a time requiring and experiencing a profound re-orientation, 
we are unprepared for the actual future with which we must wrestle.  At the least, this 
lack of preparation for a truly new future is dangerous, if not yet catastrophic. 

 

DESIGN CRITERIA OF THE SEMINAR 
·  Be attractive to those who have a serious scholarly interest in futures thinking, 

futures research and strategic foresight as teachers, researchers, students and 
practitioners. 

·  Enable participants to explore and test a theme that may be the focus of a World 
Conference. 

·  Provide substantial input from panelists to spark discussion.  
·  Be engaging - participants must contribute substantially and not just respond to 

speakers. 
·  Be scaleable – it must work whether 20 or 100 persons participate. 
·  Be a step in the process of renewing the Federation and not just a one-off event. 
·  Follow from and build on the Federation’s Refreshing/Repositioning Process. 

 

RESULTS OF THE SEMINAR 
·  Participants think/feel their participation was a good use of their time and money. 
·  A vital and still-emerging issue has taken root deeper within the WFSF in a way that 

allows us to follow up with research projects and/or a World Conference. 
·  Serious thought is translated into proposals for action. 

 

SEMINAR FACILITATOR 
Ruben NELSON is Canada’s most widely-experienced futures researcher.  
Civilizational futures is his life’s work. 

 

WORLD FUTURES STUDIES FEDERATION 
A global, networked, community of persons and organizations committed to exploring, 
deepening and securing the foundations of futures research and strategic foresight as a 
critical, integral and reflexive practice.  As such we welcome all who share our 
commitment to nurturing, teaching, learning, researching, demonstrating and utilizing 
such practices at the highest professional levels.  For more details see www.wfsf.org. 

 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT 
Rakesh KAPOOR, Director, WFSF:  mailboxrk@gmail.com  or Ruben NELSON, 
Seminar Facilitator:  rubennelson@shaw.ca 
 
 


